
 
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE           MEDIA CONTACT 

February 11, 2015 Ché Knight 

 cknight@denterlein.com

 (617) 482-0042 

 
 

MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE AND FOOD SIMON COVENEY TD 

AND GOVERNOR GINA RAIMONDO MARKS OPENING OF 

GREENCORE’S NEW FIRST GREENFIELD FACILITY IN THE US  
~ $40 million investment to create 400 jobs in Rhode Island ~ 

 

NORTH KINGSTOWN, RI (February 11, 2015) – Today, Greencore Group plc, a leading international 

convenience foods company, marked the opening of a new greenfield sandwich facility in Rhode Island to 

support the rapid international growth of its business. The 107,000 square foot building will become the 

eighth food manufacturing facility for Greencore in the US. Minister for Agriculture and Food, Simon 

Coveney TD along with Rhode Island Governor Gina Raimondo attended the official opening today.  

 “This is the first new factory build for Greencore in almost 25 years, and we are committed to developing 

one of the best sandwich manufacturing plants in the world here in Rhode Island,” said Liam McClennon, 

CEO of Greencore USA.  “This is an important investment as part of our ongoing expansion of the 

business to avail of opportunities in key markets. We are investing over $40 million to develop a state of 

the art complex. It will employ upwards of 400 staff and marks a key milestone in our strategy to grow 

Greencore’s business in the US.” 

Greencore’s Quonset facility will be the company’s northeast hub, producing approximately six million 

units per week and supplying more than twenty states. The facility is a 107,000-square-foot space (with 

potential to expand to 150,000-square-feet) and is scheduled to open in spring 2015. The state-of-the-art 

facility uses the latest technology and will introduce approximately 400 new jobs to Rhode Islanders, 

from entry-level food production and delivery to quality control and management. 

“Rhode Island welcomes Greencore to the dynamic and robust business community at Quonset Business 

Park,” said Governor Gina M. Raimondo. “The opening of this facility will bring the kinds of good, 

middle-class jobs that form the backbone of Rhode Island families, and we’re proud to have supported the 

company’s transition to our great state.” 

During the first public address from the Quonset facility, Greencore USA CEO Liam McClennon and 

Chairman of the Board Gary Kennedy laid out their plans and expectations for the facility, and Governor 

Gina Raimondo joined them in discussing Greencore and Rhode Island’s commitment to economic 

development.  Simon Coveney explored the vision of ‘smart, green, growth’ which has seen Irish food 

companies emerge as global leaders in safe, sustainable food production. 
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“This announcement represents the strategy of 'smart, green growth', which has seen Irish companies 

emerge as global leaders in safe, sustainable food production,” said Minister Coveney. As a buyer of Irish 

products, Greencore offers a further opportunity to supply high quality Irish food, from companies who 

are interested in the US market.” 

“Greencore’s Quonset facility will be the company’s Northeast hub, serving approximately 56 million 

people in eight states and will supply the convenience and small store channels,” said Gary Kennedy, 

Greencore Chairman. The facility is a 107,000-square-foot space, with potential to expand to 150,000-

square-feet, and is scheduled to commence product trials from Spring 2015.”  

 

About Greencore: 

 An Irish headquartered, leading international food business with an annual turnover of 

approximately £1.3 billion. 

 Greencore employs over 10,000 employees across 22 convenience foods sites in the UK and the 

US. 

 Strong market positions in the UK convenience food market across food to go, chilled prepared 

meals, chilled soups and sauces, ambient sauces & pickles, cakes & desserts and Yorkshire 

puddings. 

 Greencore entered the US market in 2008 and now, following a series of acquisitions operates out 

of seven manufacturing facilities in the six states of Massachusetts, Virginia, Illinois, Florida, 

Minnesota and Utah. Its primary business in the US is the manufacture and distribution of 

sandwiches and other food to go products to convenience stores and food service outlets across 

the US. 
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